
NEWS
INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - FI

SPECIAL EDITION
ICCC FINLAND

SAKU PITKÄNEN
AT THE HEART OF
OUR WORK IS 
THE INDIVIDUAL 
PAGE 3

THE JOURNEY
OF ICCC FINLAND
PAGES 8-11

PICTURE: TARJA JÄÄSKELÄINEN

SPECIAL 
EDITION



Subtitle Unica one
HEADING DOSIS EXTRABOLD

(BIBLE QUOTATION DOSIS EXTRABOLD)

HEADING DOSIS LIGHT

Body text Dosis Regular. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt 
ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat 
nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit.

Preamble/quote Dosis Light. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing 
elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 

CMYK 100 70 10 48 
RGB 0 50 96

CMYK 30 40 70 25
RGB 155 126 76 

CMYK 0 0 0 70  
RGB 112 113 115 

CMYK 60 0 35 30 
RGB 81 149 140  

CMYK 80 10 75 30 
RGB 29 122 75 

CMYK 0 87 84 30 
RGB 177 50 38 

CMYK 100 70 10 8 
RGB 0 77 140

CMYK 30 40 70 0 
RGB 192 155 91 

CMYK  0 0 0 45
RGB 166 168 169 

CMYK 60 0 35 0 
RGB 106 191 178 

CMYK 80 10 75 0 
RGB 38 155 95 

CMYK 0 87 84 0 
RGB 229 62 47

CMYK 60 30 0 0 
RGB 111 158 207

CMYK 10 20 50 0 
RGB 234 205 143

CMYK 0 0 0 25 
RGB 207 209 210

CMYK 25 0 10 0 
RGB 202 231 231

CMYK 60 0 55 0 
RGB 113 188 139

CMYK 0 65 75 0 
RGB 236 118 68

EDITOR - IN - CHIEF
Saku Pitkänen

EDITORIAL OFFICE
Tarja Jääskeläinen
Fredrik Ekholm

LAYOUT
Kati Lillbacka

MEMBERSHIP AND 
FINANCIAL AFFAIRS
ICCC Suomi ry.
Vöyrinkatu 13, 65100 VAASA
phone 050 351 2172
fredrik.ekholm@iccc.fi
kati.lillbacka@iccc.fi
                 

BANK ACCOUNT 
FI91 5680 8920 0103 85
Donation reference  23456

DISTRIBUTION
ICCC members and 
stakeholders

Content
3 EDITORIAL
 The work of the 30-year-old ICCC Finland
  is on a strong foundation

4 GREETINGS FROM SWEDEN
 J. Gunnar Olson

5 THE VISION CARRIES US 
 IN TO THE FUTURE
 Jan Sturesson

6-9 THE JOURNEY OF ICCC-FINLAND
 Fredrik Ekholm

10 NEXT GENERATION
 A testimony by Iina Mattila

11 PRAYER IS A STARTINGPOINT 
 FOR EVERYTHING
 Antero Laukkanen

12-13 GREETINGS FROM BENIN
 Patrice and Romain Zannou

14-17 CONGRATULATIONS
 ICEJ, JPB, ECI, FITA, TV7, 
 STELK, The Business team, 
 Finnish National Prayer Breakfast

18  BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF ICCC FINLAND
 Now and before

ICCC NEWS 
SPECIAL EDITION 2022

ICCC FINLAND 

Keynote speaker 
at the anniversary 

seminar, Jan 
Sturesson: “Is the 

vision God has given 
you living and burning 

in your heart? “
page 5

Read what ICCC 
Finland’s financial 
support accomplished 
in poor Benin.
pages 14-15



  ICCC NEWS,  SPECIAL EDITION 2022       3    

Subtitle Unica one
HEADING DOSIS EXTRABOLD

(BIBLE QUOTATION DOSIS EXTRABOLD)

HEADING DOSIS LIGHT

Body text Dosis Regular. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt 
ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat 
nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit.

Preamble/quote Dosis Light. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing 
elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 

CMYK 100 70 10 48 
RGB 0 50 96

CMYK 30 40 70 25
RGB 155 126 76 

CMYK 0 0 0 70  
RGB 112 113 115 

CMYK 60 0 35 30 
RGB 81 149 140  

CMYK 80 10 75 30 
RGB 29 122 75 

CMYK 0 87 84 30 
RGB 177 50 38 

CMYK 100 70 10 8 
RGB 0 77 140

CMYK 30 40 70 0 
RGB 192 155 91 

CMYK  0 0 0 45
RGB 166 168 169 

CMYK 60 0 35 0 
RGB 106 191 178 

CMYK 80 10 75 0 
RGB 38 155 95 

CMYK 0 87 84 0 
RGB 229 62 47

CMYK 60 30 0 0 
RGB 111 158 207

CMYK 10 20 50 0 
RGB 234 205 143

CMYK 0 0 0 25 
RGB 207 209 210

CMYK 25 0 10 0 
RGB 202 231 231

CMYK 60 0 55 0 
RGB 113 188 139

CMYK 0 65 75 0 
RGB 236 118 68

BANK ACCOUNT 
FI91 5680 8920 0103 85
Donation reference  23456

DISTRIBUTION
ICCC members and 
stakeholders

EDITORIAL

”At the heart of our work, 
however, is the individual, the 

personal relationship with God, 
finding and strengthening

 the calling.”

ICCC ARCHIVE

This year marks the 30th anniversary of the ICCC Finland. 
It’s a great accomplishment worth celebrating. In terms of 
membership, the scope of activities and activeness, our 
work is on a strong foundation. Measured by the number 

of members, we are one of the largest ICCC countries in the 
world. All of this speaks to the fact that the vision has carried and 
inspired many people to commit to the work. We have worked 
long-term and committed to the original calling and vision of the 
ICCC that the founder, J. Gunnar Olson, received from God.

The vision of the ICCC releases and equips Christians in the 
marketplace to live the reality of the kingdom of God in their 
daily lives. God was the first who worked and He gave man the 
command to “work it and keep it”, The Fall made the work hard. 
In Christ, however, God redeemed everything and He gave us 
the Holy Spirit to help with our work and business. So work is 
God’s full-time calling to each of us. Through the Holy spirit, we 
can experience joy, empowerment, and His presence in all daily 
challenges. This is the core of the calling of ICCC we want to invite 
people to join.

One of the key themes of the ICCC is to understand the times 
that we are living in. A prophetic perspective is important so that 
we can pray effectively and make wise decisions. At the same 
time, God is calling us to take responsibility without seeking 
power. We were able to experience this in a concrete way a few 
years ago in relation to the city of Varkaus, where many industrial 
companies had left the city or cut jobs. The atmosphere in the city 
was gloomy. At God’s prompting, we held a prayer event there, 
met with city decision makers, and prayed for a change in the 
situation. In particular, we prayed for two major investments that, 
if implemented, would have a significant impact on employment 
in the city. To the glory of God, we can say that both investments 
took place and an atmosphere of hope and positivity was created 

throughout the city. Several newspapers wrote about the 
change and specifically mentioned the changed atmosphere in 
the city. While we can’t take credit for what happened, we can 
rejoice that we were able to be a part of the process and see a 
change where we had acted at His urging.

God has called the ICCC to do many other initiatives over the 
years. We have built schools and a hospital clinic in Benin, 
made prayer trips around Finland, organized international 
youth conferences, Israel-events and many other events. We 
have supported many important forms of work, such as the 
National Prayer Breakfast, ECI and ICEJ, and built connections 
across the body of Christ.

At the heart of our work, however, is the individual, the 
personal relationship with God, finding and growing in one’s 
calling. For some, the ICCC is a ”special calling”, a place where 
one’s own calling can be fulfilled by serving and taking 
responsibility. For others, the ICCC is a place to be encouraged 
and perhaps serve more fully elsewhere. The ICCC is like a 
large tree, on the branches of which some birds make their 
nests and some linger for a moment. However, it provides 
nutrition and protection for all equally. We want the ICCC to 
grow into a larger and more visible tree that could have an 
even wider impact.

We are grateful to God for all our members and supporters of 
our work. Welcome to celebrate the 30th anniversary of our 
joint work. The special, anniversary seminar will be held in 
Vaasa on October 29-30, 2021.

Saku Pitkänen
Chairman, ICCC FINLAND

The work of the 30-year-old ICCC Finland 
is on a strong foundation
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The ICCC is a platform for community between individuals 
and companies that have a calling from God in business. 
The purpose of the ICCC is that God will call out a people of
both men and women who long to see the reality of the 

Kingdom of God manifested in their everyday life.

The vision is based on this divine fact: “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ! ” (Eph. 1: 3) God 
has given us EVERYTHING in Jesus. He has not held anything 
back: “For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him 
Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Cor 1:20) Both YES and 
AMEN are in Jesus!

The meaning of the sentence; ”to the glory of God through us” 
is, that it is through our faith that the divine manifestation is 
released. So it is only through faith in Jesus that the spiritual 
reality is carried from a spiritual dimension to a visible 
manifestation. It does not happen in any other way.

It works like when you press the button so that a lamp lights up. 
The light turns on because there is power in the cord, not because 
the person who has pressed the button has some special ability. 
But the fact that someone presses the button shows that the 
person has an expectation and a belief that the lamp will shine. 
And it absolutely will, as long as there is power in the cord and the 
lamp is not broken. Then the lamp lights up without 
you making an effort.

The Word says that reality itself is in Christ and that 
He has received all power in heaven and on earth. It’s 
because of the belief in this that an AMEN is released 
into our reality, for the glory and praise of the name of 
God.

Now ICCC Finland is turning 30 and we give God the 
glory for all the wonderful testimonies of His grace 
and power, which have manifested with an AMEN in 
Finland. It’s by Him and to Him, and through Him, that 
all this has happened, to a testimony of Jesus’ Lordship 
in business, both at home and away.

We thank God for all the inspiration and joy and for the 
role model that ICCC Finland has been for all of us.

J. Gunnar Olson
Founder of the ICCC

ICCC Finland – greeting

”It’s by Him and to Him, 
and through Him, that 
all this has happened, 

to a testimony of Jesus’ 
Lordship in business, 

both at home and away.”



The call and vision of the ICCC 
is more important today than 
ever before. There are so many 
things happening in the world 

that require strong faith and a vision for 
the future. That is why the theme of the 
anniversary seminar “Vision carries and 
takes you forward” is very timely. Is the 
vision that God has given you, still living 
and burning in your heart? If not, now it 
is a good time to come to the seminar 
and start a new phase in your life. If it is 
burning, then come and be strengthened 
in your calling.

We are grateful for what God has done 
through ICCC Finland over the past 30 
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years. However, history is history. The 
more important question is, what does 
the future look like? How can we be 
relevant in this time and work in His will 
to impact our workplace, our business 
and society as a whole?

Jesus asked his disciples to fetch a 
donkey from a nearby village because he 
needed it. A donkey is a good description 
of work and business. Jesus needs your 
donkey in this time. In the future, many 
things and societal issues will challenge 
our faith and principles.

It is important to come together, praise 
and pray together. We need to confirm 

the vision that we have received from 
God so that we can read it even while we 
run.

Warm thanks and congratulations to the 
30-year-old ICCC Finland on behalf of 
me and the entire international board. 
Thank you for the work you do in Finland 
and setting an example for the entire 
international ICCC family. I look forward 
to our special seminar where you have 
invited me to speak. See you soon!

Jan Sturesson
Chairman of the International 
Board of the ICCC

The vision carries us 
into the future 
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”Jesus asked his disciples to 
fetch a donkey from a nearby 

village because he needed it. A 
donkey is a good description of 

work and business. Jesus needs 
your donkey in this time.”

JAN STURESSON
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The founding of ICCC Finland was not a fast one. The 
first years were quiet, but the foundation of the work 
was diligently built - in the visible and in the invisible 
world. The organization was registered on October 26, 

1991. The founding members were Seppo Välimäki (chairman), 
Hannu Hurri (deputy chairman), Kari Suomi and Matti Oinonen. 
Under the leadership of the chairman Seppo Välimäki, they 
handled the association’s rules and registration. There were 
only a handful of members in the beginning.

Gunnar Olson’s message inspired
Many of those involved in the organization have been inspired 
by the message from Gunnar Olson, the founder of the ICCC, 
and been also impressed and excited by it. This has made them 
to join ICCC. Even Fredrik Ekholm, a current board member, 
former longtime chairman, and a pillar, joined the organization 
in 1992, under the influence of Gunnar Olson. The international 
work of ICCC was already very active and annual conferences 
were held around the world. In 1992, it was held in Jerusalem. 
Ekholm also participated in that Shalom Israel-event together 
with his wife Kerstin. Since then, they have attended every 
international ICCC conference. The Board and members of the 
ICCC Finland are always encouraged to participate in these 
international conferences and activities, as they strengthen 
the vision and understanding of the important role of the ICCC. 
Blessing Israel and doing practical work has also always been 
important to ICCC Finland.

Text by Fredrik Ekholm and Kati Lillbacka

The journey of 
ICCC Finland 

”We are grateful to the Lord 
for giving us strength and 

enthusiasm to continue. 
We did our best and ran 
with the vision of seeing 

ICCC gain a solid foothold 
in Finland. When we are 

faithful in small things and 
we don’t give up we will see 

results. ”

The association 
was founded 

26.10.1991
At the ICCC event in 1995 we 
had J. Gunnar Olson as the 
keynote speaker at the seminar.
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In 1993, the ICCC Finland Annual General Meeting was held in 
Tampere in a shabby hotel cabinet. Six men were present. The 
chairman at the time said he had experienced from the beginning 
that his job was just to get the organization started and that 
someone else was going to take it forward. He also said that he 
had experienced and received from the Lord a year earlier that 
the right person would be Fredrik Ekholm. He was therefore 
elected as new chairman.

A calling to serve Finnish business 
and working life
In November of the same year (1993), the ICCC European 
Conference was held in Germany. Speakers included Gunnar 
Olson and Derek Prince.

Fredrik Ekholm describes his experiences at that conference as 
follows: “I felt a great longing to experience something deeper 
that would be useful to my colleagues in Finland. The hand of 
God was heavily on me. God spoke to me about my mission and 
responsibility to bring the ICCC message to Finland and take 
its calling seriously. I had a burden for many Finnish Christian 
businesspeople who were bound and separating spiritual life 
from their own working life,. They did not have understanding 
that everyday work is also serving God and that everyone can 
become a blessing in working life and in society. My heart cried 
out to God and I had a strong dream of forming an ICCC network 
of marketplace Christians.” 

Through the work of ICCC, we hoped that Finns would receive 
freedom and an understanding of what Jesus’ work of atonement 

on the cross means in all areas of life - including business and 
working life.

The vision carries
Ekholm remembers that the early days of the ICCC Finland 
were difficult: ”There were many kinds of difficulties. The idea 
of investing time and energy in other tasks instead of the ICCC 
often came to mind. We worked hard, but we still didn’t see 
much fruit in three years. We prayed that we would find good 
members, who are able to bear responsibility. We are grateful 
to the Lord for giving us strength and enthusiasm to continue. 
We did our best and ran with the vision of seeing ICCC gain 
a solid foothold in Finland. When we are faithful in small 
things and we don’t give up we will see results. We received 
creative ideas and strength from the Lord for the work and did 
numerous trips around the country.”

Despite the difficult early years, Fredrik Ekholm reminds, 
that when we are faithful, according to the calling we have 
received from God, the vision will bear fruit. We’ve seen 
prayers answered and got great and dedicated members 
to the leadership team, not to mention our ever-growing 
membership. Our membership growth has been one of the 
best on the ICCC international scale. Already in 2007 we had 
over 162 paying members. We have also gotten to know a wide 
range of industries and people through our work over the 
years and look back with gratitude over the past 30 years. And 
we are thankful for the trust that we have received both in 
Finland and internationally.” •

ICCC News from 2011.

The book Business 
unlimited was published 
in Finnish in 2003.

“We look back with 
gratitude over the 

past 30 years. And we 
are thankful for the 
confidence we have 

received both in Finland 
and internationally.“



8       ICCC NEWS,  SPECIAL EDITION 2022 

Subtit
le Unica one

HEADING DOSIS EXTRABOLD

(BIBLE QUOTATION DOSIS EXTRABOLD)

HEADING DOSIS LIGHT
Body text Dosis Regular. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, s

ed do eiusmod tempor in
cididunt 

ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip 

ex ea commodo consequat. D
uis aute iru

re dolor in
 reprehenderit in

 voluptate velit e
sse cillum dolore eu fugiat 

nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt m
ollit.

Preamble/quote Dosis Light. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing 

elit, s
ed do eiusmod tempor 

CMYK 100 70 10 48 

RGB 0 50 96
CMYK 30 40 70 25

RGB 155 126 76 
CMYK 0 0 0 70  

RGB 112 113 115 
CMYK 60 0 35 30 

RGB 81 149 140  
CMYK 80 10 75 30 

RGB 29 122 75 
CMYK 0 87 84 30 

RGB 177 50 38 

CMYK 100 70 10 8 

RGB 0 77 140
CMYK 30 40 70 0 

RGB 192 155 91 
CMYK  0 0 0 45

RGB 166 168 169 CMYK 60 0 35 0 

RGB 106 191 178 
CMYK 80 10 75 0 

RGB 38 155 95 
CMYK 0 87 84 0 

RGB 229 62 47

CMYK 60 30 0 0 

RGB 111 1
58 207

CMYK 10 20 50 0 

RGB 234 205 143
CMYK 0 0 0 25 

RGB 207 209 210
CMYK 25 0 10 0 

RGB 202 231 231
CMYK 60 0 55 0 

RGB 113 188 139
CMYK 0 65 75 0 

RGB 236 118 68

The ICCC work has been 
active and regular. We have 
organized annual spring 
and autumn meetings.. 

In addition, TWL trainings have 
been organized. Active work has 
generated growth.

We have organized seminars 
in co-operation with various 
Christian ministries and business 
organizations. One such organization 
was Helsinki YMCA, which arranged 
an annual leadership training for 
Christian leaders. We had a privilege 
to teach, train and cummunicate 
ICCC mesage in their leadership 
seminar for almost 20 years. 
Building connections between 
different ministries has been 
important to us.

ICCC Finland in practice 
TEXT FREDRIK EKHOLM   PICTURES ICCC ARCHIVE

Important activities during the corona 
pandemic have been online events and 
Friday morning prayer meetings (also 
online).

Now we are happily moving forward 
towards new goals. We hope that the 
best is yet to come. We are grateful for 
all the blessings we have experienced 
through this vibrant organization. We 
strive to continue to serve society, 
business life and our members
in the best possible way. •

ICCC participates in 
a project in Africa
There was a large worldwide mission 
conference in South Africa. The conference 
was attended by participants from 130 
countries. At the same time, the ICCC 
International organized a business 
conference, which was also attended by the 
President and Ministers of Benin. Together, 
we discussed how we could help that poor 
African country.I have seldom experienced 
God’s speaking as clearly as I did then: ”Do 
something concrete to help Benin.”

I took the calling seriously because it came so 
strongly to my heart. I knew God was calling 
me to help this poor country. To help this, the 
poorest of countries. I didn’t know what to do, 
how to act, let alone where to find time. As 
the ICCC Finland chairman, I wanted to get 
the organization involved in the project - to 
participate in something bigger. The project 
developed into a big one - more than we could 
have imagined. Two schools, a smaller hospital 
and a health center. Through its members, 
ICCC Finland has raised approximately 
20,000 euros in grant money for Benin each 
year between 2000-2016. In addition, we 
have received significantly more state aid. 
Thousands of people have received help and 
schoolchildren have had the opportunity to 
study in Benin. •

”And let us not grow 
weary while doing good, 

for in due season we 
shall reap if we do not 

lose heart.”
 (Gal 6:9)
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Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast International 
Director Albert Veksler, Fredrik Ekholm, 

Robert Ilatov, former member of the 
Knesset, and former US Congressman 
Michele Backmann praying at the JPB 

event in the Netherlands on behalf of the 
upcoming Finnish JPB event.

Fredrik Ekholm worked as the national 
leader for the Jerusalem Prayer breakfast 
held in Helsinki in 2019. ICCC carried the 
organizational and financial responsibility 
for the event.

Helsinki 2019

Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast – 
movement
The JPB events started in Jerusalem in 
2017. We in Finland felt that this could 
be organized here as well, and so it 
happened in 2019. ICCC Finland took 
responsibility for the organization and 
financial management of the event in 
Helsinki. 

ICCC board and members, including 
MP Peter Östman, carried the 
practical responsibility for the event. 
Preparations for the event took a 
long time, but the end result was a 
successful event full of God’s presence, 
that brought together about 230 
leaders from business and church life. •

Next Generation conferences
In December 2004, I was challenged by 
the ICCC international board in to host 
an international youth conference. At 
first, I found the challenge impossible, 
but God put that task firmly in my heart. 
In August 2005, about 60 young people 
from 20 nations gathered in Vaasa for 
a ten-day “Discover God’s plan for your 
Working Life” conference. After that 
similar conferences were held in 2007, 
2010 and 2015. We also assisted other 
countries in organizing similar Next 
Generation conferences.
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Fredrik and Kerstin Ekholm 
organized four ICCC youth 
conferences in Vaasa in 2005-
2015. The younger generation was 

encouraged to seek God’s will for their 
working lives, to live their lives in full for 
the Lord, and to recognize God’s gifts 
and abilities in their lives. An average of 
70 young people from as many as 25 
countries participated in the conferences. 
The teachers were members of both the 
Finnish and international boards.

Topics related to lifechoices, calling, 
working life, and relationship with 
God were covered during the lessons. 
Teachings were discussed in small 
groups. Teachers shared the high 
points of their lives as well as painful 
stages with their struggles. The days 
began with prayer times and time for 
prayer was also taken in small groups 
and evening workshops. The young 
people came from very different life 
situations; some were still considering 
what to study, others had already been 
in work for a long time. Some had 

I attended the ICCC Youth Conference 
in Vaasa for the first time in 2010. 
The conference lasted ten days 
and included teaching, prayer and 

praise, and company visits. During 
the days, there were many important 
encounters in small groups and with 
the mentors and we also had time to 
have fun. There were participants from 
all over the world, dozens of young 
people united by a desire to serve God. 
The insight from the first conference 
for myself is that calling, career, and 
profession are not different things. 
Your calling can during your life include 
a variety of stages in a career and even 
in different professions.

God is to be thanked for the youth 
conferences, but also Fredrik and 
Kerstin Ekholm, who led both the 
preparations and the conferences 
themselves with great devotion. For 
many participants, they were like 
parents - sharing their knowledge, 
resources and love night and day. At 
each conference, there seemed to be 
young people for whom Fredrik had 
fought for to get a visa to Finland. Many 
other ICCC leaders also attended the 
conferences to teach and mentor.

Next Generation conferences 
equipped young people

Insights and role models 
at a youth conference 

been in faith for a long time, others 
encountered Jesus for the first time.

Fredrik and Kerstin were responsible 
for the practicalities of the conferences 
and acted as the father and mother for 
young people, passing on life experience, 
warmth and love. These conferences 
were revolutionary for many young 
delegates.

These Youth Conferences paved the 
way for the international ICCC Young 
Professionals work, which followed later. •
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Everyone has to go their own way with 
God. Steps to “success” or to finding 
one’s own calling cannot ultimately be 
given to anyone schematically — they 
must be found in relationship with 
Jesus, in a journey with Him. However, 
it is important 
that young people 
have role models 
and fathers and 
mothers who 
are willing to 
walk alongside 
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and share the stages of their own 
lives, both the valley experiences and 
moments of blessing and success. 
The youth conferences have certainly 
served its purpose in the lives of many 
participants.             - Iina Mattila



It is early morning and I feel the 
presence of the Holy spirit. A faithful 
friend invites me to prayer, just like 
every morning and moment. The day 

lies ahead, and the spirit of prayer wants 
to fulfill my thoughts and expectations. 
There is nothing as important as living 
your life through the world of prayer. 
God has a vision for my life and work, 
my business, my family, and my future. 
Without prayer, he cannot share his vision 
and plan with me. Prayer opens your eyes 
and expands your thinking.

Prayer is at the heart of the ICCC. It was 
born in prayer and therefore it is natural 
for it to develop and grow in prayer. I have 
had the privilege to be on the board for a 
few years now, and I rejoice immensely 
for our common prayer as we come 
together. My experience is that as an or-
ganization we are light and agile. We are 
making the best progress - and someti-
mes fastest - on our knees. Often during 
prayer we see and experience how we 
should act and develop our work. Many 
good things have begun to happen.

In recent years, we have experienced a 
growing enthusiasm to pray together. As 
Covid closed many activities and brought 
restrictions, we felt the need to increase 
and strengthen intra-community prayer 
and began Friday morning prayers. The 
half-hour joint prayer has been a turning 
point for many participants. There has 
been a joint burden-sharing and bea-
ring of each other’s burdens, including 
rejoicing in victories and God´s guidance. 
We get a strength that carries. There is 
a feeling that I am not walking alone. It 
feels like getting a heavenly consulting 
service. I recommend attending on Fri-
days at 7.30 am.

The door to the invisible world
Prayer is the door to the world of the 
invisible God, where anything is possible. 
It is the world where I see when natural 
seeing ceases. When the God of all crea-
tivity exposes his thoughts, it is possible 
to see things in a whole new way, both in 
terms of business and our working life.

A few years ago I read the book ”God is 
my CEO” (Larry Julian). It is a great book, 
I recommend it to anyone who wants to 
run a business with divine principles. Its 
basic idea was that no one can choose a 
better leader than God as the CEO of a 
company. If you do so, there is a leader 
below the last line who has retained 
his faith and whose ethical and moral 
leadership will carry him into the future. 
What does it mean in practice, and how 
is it even possible? The layout of the 
question is sensible and good. But 
the answer is even better than the 
question: Stop, shut up, and tune 
in to listen. Heavenly Father is 
interested in you and the work 
he has led you to. He rejoices in 
your success and he wants to 
be involved in your life. Wit-
hout prayer, God´s guidance 
remains inexperienced 
and the number of wrong 
choices increases.

When God created humans and the 
universe, he did not think humans would 
live apart from himself. Instead, He put in 
us a spirit by which we can be connected 
with him. So we have an internal receiver 
that just needs to be tuned to the right 
wavelength. Prayer is like a subtle tuning. 
I tune in by setting aside time to read the 
Bible before prayer. I anchor my thoughts 
in front of God’s words to his world of 
thought. Nothing beats the mornings, 
where silence together with a waiting 
heart and steaming coffee rise before 
God like a burnt offering: here is my 
heart, prepared for you; speak, O LORD, 
your servant is listening. And often I have 
the feeling that the sky is waking up too. 
The CEO is in control. •

Prayer is a starting point 
for everything 
TEXT ANTERO LAUKKANEN  PICTURE ICCC ARCHIVE
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Morning prayer 
for members 

on Zoom, 
Fridays at 

7.30-8.00 am
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from Benin



In his second letter to the Corinthian believers 
(2 Cor. 8:1-9), Paul the apostle testified of the 
amazing divine grace he saw in the churches 

of Macedonia and commended them for their 
sacrificial donations and the precious support 

they gave to his missionary work even 
beyond their means and capacity. 
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It’s no excess to say that we in Benin had got our own 
Macedonian angel in the person of Brother Fredrik Ekholm. Ten 
years ago, when we were looking for a helper to assist in our 
vision to build and equip a faith-based health clinic, Mr Ekholm 

offered up himself to us and used all his business and personal 
relations through ICCC to provide crucial financial resources that 
would greatly move the vision to fruition. This is what would 
become the fourth project from ICCC-Finland.

At a time like this, we owe fair gratitude to the International 
Christian Chamber of Commerce (ICCC) Finland who served as a 
powerful financial engine that would decisively allow both for the 
construction and equipment of four different projects. 

The Agla Hospital and Tabita Health Center have been 
delivering quality medical care to under-privileged people 
in Benin at a low cost. At schools many children from poor 
families have got education. It goes without saying that 
these projects has been and still are a good response for the 
demands in an under-developed country like Benin. 

We thereby say a big ”thank you” to ICCC as we celebrate with 
you the 30th anniversay of your beautiful organization. You 
deserve our greatest love and appreciation indeed!

Benin Partners. 
Through Patrice and Romain Zannou

2 3 4

1

1)  School at Kouarfa, North-Benin
2) School at Akpali-Kpewi
3) Agla Health Center Hospital                                                                                                                                         
      (on construction state, see also picture on page 10)
4) Tabita Health Center inaugurated
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ICEJ Finland
congratulates

God works in all the arenas of 
our lives, calling people to His 
great calling. J. Gunnar Olson, a 
Swedish plastics industrialist, also 

responded to this call in 1984. The vision 
led him to establish the ICCC, which 
began working in Finland in the early 
1990s.

The vision of the ICCC is to help Christians 
in business to find their place in God’s 
global vision. Entrepreneurship is seeing 
a vision by believing in something that 
is not yet visible and putting it boldly in 
practice. Businesses are an important 
foundation of society. They create new 
activities and jobs, thus safeguarding the 
well-being of our society.

How wonderful it is to be parnering 
with ICCC. We desperately need more 
entrepreneurs who know God’s word, 
power, and worldwide plan of salvation. 
I rejoice over ICCC Finland’s 30-year 
productive, courageous and faithful 
journey, giving glory to God. We stand by 
you, believing and knowing that the best 
is yet to come.

We serve a faithful God who also carries 
the work of the ICCC.

Jani Salokangas
Executive Director of ICEJ Finland

 

It’s such a privilege to express my 
thankfulness on this happy occasion of 
the ICCC Finland 30th anniversary. My 
personal experiences with ICCC come 

not only from a few conferences I was 
happy to attend but mostly from my 
interactions with Fredrik Ekholm. He is a 
man of profound wisdom and integrity 
who keeps his word even when things 
go wrong. I was truly privileged to 
work with him as we organized 
the Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast 
in Helsinki together in 2019. 
Again, I found a rare example 
of a man who would display 
his integrity in business deal-
ings and building other 
ministries in a partnership. Fredrik 
Ekholm represents the true character 
and mission of the ICCC at its best.

I’m happy that I have a true friend like 
Fredrik. He is the best example of leader-
ship that the ICCC has cultivated among 
many nations.

With love - Rakkaudella
Albert Veksler 
Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast 
www.jpb2021.org

Dear board of the ICCC Finland
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The ICCC has been a faithful 
partner and friend to all of us 
in the European Coalition for 
Israel throughout these years. 

One of the first people I sought advice 
from in the beginning of the autumn 
of 2001, when the ECI vision was still 
being tested and concretized, was 
J Gunnar Olson. It did not take long 
for Gunnar to understand that this 
could be a vision from the Lord and 
he gave many practical advice on how 
to move forward. The ICCC’s work 
in the economic world was a strong 
inspiration for us, when we took our 
first steps into the political arena in the 
EU, in Brussels and later at the UN level 
in New York. The current President, 
Jan Sturesson, has been a valued 
speaker at our annual conference in the 
European Parliament. Fredrik Ekholm 
has also been a rock, that has offered Suomi-Israel kauppayhdistys ry /

Finland Israel Trade Association FITA 
Congratulations to the 30-year-old ICCC!

Deiv Salutskij, Chairman
Esa Virtanen Executive Director
The Board
www.fita.fi

Congratulations to 
the thirty-year-old ICCC

support and advice both here in Finland 
and in Brussels during all these years. 
The list of ICCC friends could be made 
much longer but would probably never 
be complete. We thank the Lord for these 
first thirty years and wish you the Lords 
rich blessings for the future!

Tomas Sandell
European Coalition for Israel
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On behalf of TV7 I would like to 
congratulate ICCC Finland when 
it turns 30 years. I myself became 
a member in the early 2000s. 

At that time, I retired from the Sanoma 
Group, but in God’s plans my work was 
not finished but just starting. At that time, 
the humanly speaking, impossible task 
of TV7 lay before me. In that moment 
me joining the ICCC provided invaluable 
resources to the business in which God 
himself is the leader. There are a lot 
of principles on economic matters in 
the Bible, the understanding of which 

requires knowledge of the Bible, prayer 
and the guidance of the Holy spirit.

I am glad that businessmen who saw that 
heavenly treasure were found in Finland,
that a Christian chamber of commerce 
was started in Finland as well. Many bu-
sinessmen have shared the fruits of this 
project. I want to give to my colleagues 
the Bible verse from 2 Corinthians 4:6.

TV7 
Martti Ojares

also promises us true freedom from the 
shackles of sin, religiosity, greed, and 
lust for money, which according to the 
Bible is the beginning and root of all evil. 
Turning to Jesus, confessing sins, and 
receiving the Holy spirit give new life. 
The old has been forgotten and the new 
has come instead. Spiritual rebirth opens 
the connection with the guidance of the 
wonderful counselor, the Holy spirit, in 
both personal and business matters. 
Prayers are always answered. Not always 
in return mail, but sooner or later, God 
will always keep His promises.

Chairman, Stelk Finland (FGBMFI)
Martti Issakainen                                                                                                                                      

Congratulations to the 
ICCC Finland

“For it is the God who 
commanded light to shine 

out of darkness, who has 
shone in our hearts to give 

the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face 

of Jesus Christ.“

I have been an entrepreneur for over 
25 years. I want to encourage male 
entrepreneurs in particular to think 
about where to find help and how to 

prepare for future storms. Entrepreneurs 
are required to have the courage, risk-
taking and confidence in themselves and 
their own products. Too many forget God 
and their childhood faith. For many men, 
turning to God is their last resort.

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” Jesus calls. What kind of rest is it? 
Inner peace is a goal that people strive 
for. Oriental philosophy offers its own 
unsustainable solution. Jesus promises, 
”Peace I give unto you, my peace which 
is above all understanding.” Jesus Christ 

An entrepreneur should not be alone



The business 
team congratulates
the 30-year-old

It is my pleasure to convey the congra-
tulations of the Fida Business Team to 
the 30-year-old ICCC Finland!

Years ago, a person came to our gas sta-
tion and wanted to tell me something. 
There was reportedly an organization that 
was a really good thing and it would be a 
good idea to join it. It was the Internatio-
nal Christian Chamber of Commerce that 
I then heard about for the first time.

After this first introduction, I began my 
own journey as a member of the ICCC. 
Over the years, I have been involved in 
events, activities, and serving on the bo-
ard for my own period in time. It has been 
a great journey, during which I have been 
able to see up close the impact of the 
ICCC’s work in Finland.

The Business team and the ICCC have a 
lot in common. The Fida Business Team 
is a network of believers in business. We 
work together for the most important 
thing in the world: our mission is to enab-
le the proclamation of the gospel where 
it has not yet been proclaimed. In the 
Business team, people who are committ-
ed to entrepreneurship and their work 
make their skills and resources available 
for missionary work. Our team’s motto is 
”Entrepreneurship can be a life’s mission 
- but never its purpose!”

The business team and the ICCC are on 
the same mission. Over the years, we 
have had great cooperation in the mar-
keting of events, among other things. The 
connection is valuable. As Christians in 
business, we can stick together and that 
way support and strengthen one another. 
Perhaps at the same time we are reflec-
ting some of the greatness of our Lord to 
others as sisters and brothers.

In addition to the same focus, we are also 
united by great people who have given 
themselves to God. Many of our members 

belong to both ministries. Many thanks go 
to Fredrik Ekholm, the former chairman of 
the ICCC, who has faithfully worked for the 
network, and thanks to whom the Finnish 
ICCC is a very international local organization. 
Five years ago, I visited ICCC founder Gunnar 
Olson in Sweden. Gunnar once came up with 
a great name for his vision, the International 
Christian Chamber of Commerce, and the 
organization itself is great.

The valuable work of the ICCC is to 
strengthen the calling of Christians. The 
network has made many Christians 
aware of their own position: Every Chris-
tian has influence. Whether you are an 
employee or an entrepreneur, you can 
be influencing what is happening in this 
world. Prayer carries. The Lord Himself 
has equipped you for the position where 
you are and for the place where you live 
your daily life.

The ICCC vision describes it as follows: 
“It is God’s will for businessmen and wo-
men to experience a release into a new 
dimension of faith. It is not a question 
of religious life, but of the testimony of 
God, becoming an outward manifestation 
of an inward walk of faith in the mar-
ketplace.” 

We live in challenging times when God’s 
light and truth are sorely needed. There 
is enough work for both the ICCC and 
the Business Team. May it proceed in the 
guidance and blessing of the Heavenly 
Father. On behalf of the entire Business 
team, I would like to thank you for your 
good cooperation and wish you many rich 
years.

Ps. The business team is 23 years old this 
year, so we’re coming!

On behalf of the entire Business team-
Jari-Pekka Koponen
Chairman, Fida Bisness Team

God’s blessings

The Finnish National Prayer 
Breakfast wishes the 30-year-old 
ICCC Finland great blessings and 
favor from God. ICCC Finland has 

been a supporter of the Finnish National 
Prayer Breakfast Association and estee-
med partner since the establishment of 
the association.

Finnish National Prayer Breakfast brings 
annually together influential politicians 
and businessmen and leaders of various 
Christian denominations to the spiri-
tual breakfast meeting. It is our job to 
pray for Finland, and we seek views on 
societal matters confidentially from the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. We rejoice over 
the participation of ICCC Finland in this 
demanding work.

Finnish National Prayer 
Breakfast Association

Kristiina Drotár
Secretary General
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Siunattua kesää kaikille!

SAKU PITKÄNEN
Chairman
+358 40 528 3000

FREDRIK EKHOLM
Deputy Chairman
+358 500 660 126

LASSI JÄÄSKELÄINEN
Board member
+358 40 083 8116

ANTERO LAUKKANEN
Board member
+358 50 582 0813

JUSSI PELTOLA
Board member
+ 358 40 173 0740

forename.surname@iccc.fi
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ICCC Finland
Founded on October 26, 1991

Founding members:
Seppo Välimäki (Chairman), Kari Suomi, Hannu Hurri and Matti Oinonen.

Chairmen:
Seppo Välimäki, Ilmajoki (Chairman  1991 – 1993)
Fredrik Ekholm, Vaasa (Chairman 1993-2012, Deputy Chairman  2012- ) 
Jouni Suonpää, Lahti (Chairman  2012–2014) 
Saku Pitkänen, Tuusula (Chairman  2014 - )

Board members during the years 
(hometown during the term of membership):
Rolf Lidman (Närpiö), Jukka Tuunanen (Joensuu), Tuomo Romppanen (Eno), Aarne 
Nurmio (Kauniainen), Leea-Mari Sipilä (Helsinki, now Olson), Rauno Salminen 
(Tampere), Iina Mattila (Helsinki), Ella-Roosa Tenhunen (Helsinki), Heikki Pernu 
(Espoo), Juha Pälve (Helsinki), Jari-Pekka Koponen (Hankasalmi). 

Board in 2021:
Saku Pitkänen Chairman (Tuusula)
Fredrik Ekholm (Vaasa) 
Lassi Jääskeläinen (Tampere)
Jussi Peltola (Luoto)
Antero Laukkanen (Espoo)

The board 2021: Antero Laukkanen, Jussi Peltola, Lassi Jääskeläinen, Saku Pitkänen and Fredrik Ekholm.


